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Amendments to the C I . aims 

The following : iating of claims will replace all prior 
listings, and vers.i : ns, of the claims in this application. 

Listing of Claims 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) The absorbent article as set forth 
in claim [[2]] 31, • /herein the reduced a ratio of the second 
spacing frequency y : CD strands to the first spacing frequency 
of MD strands is i»- a ratio of about 0.9 (CD) to 1.0 (MD) . 

4. (Original! The absorbent article as set forth in claim 
3 wherein the ratic is about 0.75 (CD) to 1 . 0 (MD) . 

5. (Original' The absorbent article as set forth in claim 
3, wherein the rat.:. 3 is about 0.5 (CD) to 1.0 (MD) . 

6. (Original) The absorbent article according to claim 3, 
wherein the reduce:; frequency range of CD strands is about 0.9 
to 0.5 relative tc ;he frequency of MD strands at 1.0. 

7. (Canceled.' 

8. (Currently' amended) The absorbent article as set forth 
in claim [ [7] ] 31. therein the machine direction of the scrsm 
member has end zor.iiS and a central zone, and said second *e<tue€*l 
spacing frequency a pacing of CD strands being provided in said 
central zone . 
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9. (Canceled) 

10. (Current!;' amended) The absorbent article as set ilorth 
in claim [[9]] 32, therein a strand diameter ratio of the CI) 
strand diameter to Lhe MD strand diameter is less than about; 

11. (Original.: The absorbent article as set forth in claim 

10, wherein the strand diameter ratio is less than about 0.!?. 

12. (Original The absorbent article as set forth in claim 

11, wherein the strand diameter ratio is less than about 0.75. 

13. (Original.. The absorbent article as set forth in claim 

12, wherein the strand diameter ratio is less than about 0.!5. 

14. (Canceled 

15. (Current::.;' amended) The absorbent article as set forth 
in claim [[1]] 31, '/herein at least some of said CD strands are 
generally elliptical, in cross-section and have major and minor 
axes, the minor ax:...* being arranged substantially normal to a 
plane of the MD st:.:.mds. 

16. (Current,'.. / amended) The absorbent article as set Eorth 
in claim [[!]] 15 <,:ierein the MD strands are generally 
elliptical in cros .^ -section , having major and minor axes, ^k o CD 
otrando arc gcncra i- ,y elliptical having major -and minor aacca — 
the minor axes of i: le CD strands being on average of a lesser 
dimension than the ninor axes of the MD strands. 

17 . (Canceled • 
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18. (Currently amended) The absorbent article as set forth 
in claim [[17]] 34 vherein the CD strands are at least one oE 
notched, abraded and compressed at predetermined places 
between preselectei:. MD strands to provide the weakened points. 

19. (Original.; The absorbent article as set forth in c:laim 
18, wherein the weakened points on one of the CD strands are 
offset in the cros;> direction from the weakened points on an 
adjacent CD strand. 

20. {Original! The absorbent article as set forth in claim 
18, wherein the weakened points are reduced in at least one 
transverse dimension of the CD strands as compared to other 
parts of the CD strands. 

21. (Cancel*:;.'. 

22. (Current; y amended) The absorbent article as set forth 
in claim [[17]] 3£ therein the CD strands contain an additive 
which forms the weakened points. 

23 . (Original The absorbent article as set forth in claim 
22 wherein the add:. :ive is calcium carbonate. 

24. - 26. (Canceled) 

27. (Current:.;' amended) The absorbent article as set forth 
in claim [[1]] 31 uherein the absorbent article is a disposable 
garment . 
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28. (Origina... The absorbent: article as sec forth in claim 
27 wherein the abs»: rbent article is a diaper. 

29. (Original. The absorbent article as set forth in claim 
27 wherein the absorbent article is a child's training pants . 

30. (Original The absorbent article as set forth in claim 
27 wherein the absorbent article is one of an adult incontinence 
diaper, adult inccr ;inence pad, adult incontinence pant and 
adult incontinence undergarment. 

31. (New) An absorbent article for absorbing body fluids 
comprising an absc:r :>ent core constructed and arranged for 
receiving and hole.. ig such fluids and including a reinforcing 
scrim member intiir.-:. zely associated with the absorbent core to 
maintain its struc ::. Aral integrity in use, said scrim member 
comprising a netwc:;:.t of machine direction (MD) strands extending 
in a machine direction, and cross direction (CD) strands 
extending in a ere ;; 3 direction, at least some of said MD strands 
and CD strands eroding over each other and being 
interconnected, sc i. i MD strands being selected and formed to 
provide a predetei nined stiffness and strength in supporting 
said absorbent cor.-: in the machine direction, and said CD 
strands being sel€ :^ed and formed with at least one 
characteristic dif :::srence from said MD strands to provide a 
stiffness of the absorbent core in the cross direction that is 
less than said stiifness of the absorbent core in the machine 
direction, whereir. ihe MD strands are elongate and are spaced 
according to a fir.-:- spacing frequency, and at least some of 
said CD strands he. '3 as a characteristic difference a second, 
spacing frequency different from the first spacing frequency of 
the MD strands, tt.n second spacing frequency of the CD straads 
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being varied in diJ' ierent zones of the elongate MD strands co 
provide a variance .n stiffness between such zones. 

32. (New) An absorbent article for absorbing body fluids 
comprising an absorbent core constructed and arranged for 
receiving and hold:.;ig such fluids and including a reinforcing 
scrim member intiimr;ely associated with the absorbent core t:o 
maintain its structural integrity in use, said scrim member 
comprising a network of machine direction (MD) strands extending 
in a machine direct .on, and cross direction (CD) strands 
extending in a croM i direction, at least some of said MD stxands 
and CD strands cros- jing over each other and being 
interconnected, sa;..l MD strands being selected and formed to 
provide a predeterr.. .ned stiffness and strength in support in:3 
said absorbent cor*.; in the machine direction, and said CD 
strands being sele<: :ed and formed with at least one 
characteristic dif .\: srence from said MD strands to provide a 
stiffness of the absorbent core in the cross direction that is 
less than said eti:.: fness of the absorbent core in the machine 
direction, wherein said MD strands each have a strand diameter, 
and wherein said C\: strands each have as a characteristic 
difference a strand diameter less than said MD strand diameter. 

33. (New) An absorbent article for absorbing body fluids 
comprising an abso:.::>ent core constructed and arranged for 
receiving and hold:...ig such fluids and including a reinforcing 
scrim member intimately associated with the absorbent core to 
maintain its structural integrity in use, said scrim member 
comprising a netwo:.::; of machine direction (MD) strands extending 
in a machine direct, .on, and cross direction (CD) strands 
extending in a crou.; direction, at least some of said MD strands 
and CD strands cron *ing over each other and being 
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interconnected, sa3.:. MD strands being selected and formed to 
provide a predetermined stiffness and. strength in supporting 
said absorbent cori: in the machine direction, and said CD 
strands being sele::i ed and formed with at least one 
characteristic dif Corence from said MD strands to provide a 
stiffness of the a.:>i>orbent core in the cross direction that is 
less than said sti(:::ness of the absorbent core in the machine 
direction, wherein both of said WD strands and said CD strands 
are round in cross- section, the CD strands being smaller in 
cross-section than uhe MD strands. 

34. (New) An absorbent article for absorbing body fluids 
comprising an absorbent core constructed and arranged for 
receiving and holding such fluids and including a reinforcing 
scrim member intinvi. :ely associated with the absorbent core to 
maintain its structural integrity in use, said scrim member 
comprising a network of machine direction (MD) strands extending 
in a machine direct;, .on, and cross direction (CD) strands 
extending in a croii.j direction, at least some of said MD strands 
and CD strands crossing over each other and being 
interconnected, sa:..«i MD strands being selected and formed to 
provide a predeter:: .ned stiffness and strength in supporting 
said absorbent cor?:: in the machine direction, and said CD 
strands being sele;:: :ed and formed with at least one 
characteristic difference from said MP strands to provide a 
stiffness of the absorbent core in the cross direction that is 
less than said stir: :ness of the absorbent core in the machine 
direction, wherein :he network of MD strands and CD strands is 
formed with at lean: some of the CD strands being continuou3 and 
having weakened po:.:its along their lengths to enhance buckling. 



7 



PAGE 10/28 * RCVD AT 12/29/2005 5:29:44 PM [Eastern Standard Time] » SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/26 " DNIS:2738300 ■ CSID:3142314342 ■ DURATION (miMS):06-24 



DEC-29-2005 THtl 04:35 PM SENNIGER POWERS 



FAX NO, 3142314342 



P. 



KCC 4975 (K-C li>,0l9) 

35. (New) An i.bsorbent article for absorbing body fluids 
comprising an absorbent core constructed and arranged for 
receiving and holding such fluids and including a reinforcing 
scrim member intimrJ.ely associated with the absorbent core t:o 
maintain its structural integrity in use, said scrim member 
comprising a network of machine direction (MD) strands extending 
in a machine direction, and cross direction (CD) strands 
extending in a cro.i>ii direction, at least some of said MD strands 
and CD strands crossing over each other and being 
interconnected, sa:.<l MD strands being selected and formed to 
provide a predetermined stiffness and strength in supporting 
said absorbent cor:-: in the machine direction, and said CD 
strands being sele::: :ed and formed with at least one 
characteristic dif 1:«;rence from said MD strands to provide a 
stiffness of the absorbent core in the cross direction that is 
less than said stii:: :ness of the absorbent core in the machine 
direction, wherein :he network of MD strands and CD strands is 
formed with at leasr: some of the CD strands having weakened 
points along their .engths to enhance buckling, the CD strands 
being at least one of notched, abraded and compressed at 
predetermined placs: i between preselected ones of the MD strands 
to provide the weakened points, and wherein the weakened points 
on the CD strands u::e cut through, and such weakened points on 
one CD strand are :.: :f set from the weakened points on an adjacent 
CD strand. 

36. (New) An absorbent article for absorbing body fluids 
comprising an absorbent core constructed and arranged for 
receiving and hold:.:ig such fluids and including a reinforcing 
scrim member intima ;ely associated with the absorbent core to 
maintain its structural integrity in use, said scrim member 
comprising a netwo:.: z of machine direction (MD) strands extending 
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in a machine direc::on, and cross direction (CD) strands 
extending in a cro-f: direction, at least some of said MD strands 
and CD strands crowing over each other and being 
interconnected, set id MD strands being . selected and formed to 
provide a predetermined stiffness and strength in supporting 
said absorbent cor*- in the machine direction, and said CD 
strands being sele::ii.ed and formed with at least one 
characteristic difference from said MD strands to provide a 
stiffness of the acittorbent core in the cross direction that is 
less than said stiffness of the absorbent core in the machine 
direction, wherein ;he CD strand is corrugated and forms pe;iks 
and valleys along the cross direction thereof, said MD strands 
being arranged to -: ; ;igage the CD strands across the peaks and 
valleys thereof. 

37. (New) An absorbent article for absorbing body fluids 
comprising an absorbent core constructed and arranged for 
receiving and hold::..ig such fluids and including a reinforcing 
scrim member intima :ely associated with the absorbent core i:o 
maintain its struct, xral integrity in use, said scrim member 
comprising a network of machine direction (MD) strands extending 
in a machine direct:, .on, and cross direction (CD) strands 
extending in a croui direction, at least some of said MD strands 
and CD strands cron *ing over each other and being 
interconnected, sa:...i MD strands being selected and formed to 
provide a predeterr .ned stiffness and strength in supporting 
said absorbent core in the machine direction, and said CD 
strands being selected and formed with at least one 
characteristic dif irence from said MD strands to provide a 
stiffness of the al; jorbent core in the cross direction that is 
l ess than said sti;.: fness of the absorbent core in the machine 
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direction, wherein -.he CD strands are woven under and over the 
MD strands. 
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